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WARREN  LARSON  TO  SHOW  FILMS  JANUARY  9 


Two  films  by  Warren  Larson,  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Director,  will  be 
featured  at  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  meeting  on  Thursday,  Janu- 
ary 9 at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Rotary  Natural  Science  Center,  Lakeside  Park, 
Oakland.  Mr.  Larson  has  photographed  birds  in  their  natural  habitats 
using  16  mm.  movie  film  to  capture  interesting  action.  He  will  show  us 
the  nesting  activities  of  White-tailed  Kites  on  Grizzly  Island  and  the 
family  life  of  the  Great  Gray  Owls  in  Yosemite  National  Park.  He  has  re- 
vised and  expanded  his  owl  film. 

A no-host  dinner  will  begin  at  6:30  at  Lovely’s  Buffet,  336  Grand 
Avenue  at  Perkins  Street,  one  block  from  the  Natural  Science  Center. 
Visitors  are  welcome.— AIRS.  PHYLLIS  ZWEIGART,  Program  Chairman. 


Saturday,  January  18— Dillon  Beach,  Marin  County,  for  study  of 
water  birds.  High  tide,  which  will  occur  about  10:40  a.m.,  should  produce 
many  loons  and  other  water  birds  close  in.  This  area  is  included  in  the 
Tomales  Bay  Christmas  count.  In  reveiewing  the  1966  Christmas  census, 
Allan  Cruickshank  remarked  that  this  was  the  “looniest  place  on  the  con- 
tinent.” With  the  receding  early  afternoon  tide  many  shorebirds  can  be 
observed.  The  parking  fee  at  Dillon  Beach  is  $1.00  per  car.  Meet  at  9 a.m. 
in  front  of  the  Bank  of  America  in  the  town  of  Tomales.  Allow  about  D/2 
hours  driving  time  from  the  San  Francisco  area.  Bring  lunch,  friends  and 

scopes.  Leader  Audrey  Burns,  453-6290 

Save  February  15  for  a field  trip  to  Tomales  State  Park  and  McClure  s 
Beach  in  M arin  County.  Details  will  be  in  February  Gull. 

Suggested  areas  to  visit  in  January:  (Hunting  season  ends  Jan.  12/ 
Wildlife  refuges  north  of  the  Bay  Area— Willows  and  Gray  Lodge 

RefUSouth  of  the  Bay  Area-Merced  and  Los  Banos  Refuges.  Merced 
Refuge  offers  an  excellent  opportunity  to  observe  Ross  Geese.  To  reach 
flUo  voA.rro  fmrr,  MprPPrl  take  Route  59  south  and  then  west  on  Sandymush 


JANUARY  FIELD  TRIP 
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offices  are  sometimes  closed  during  lunch  hour.  Allow  three  hours  driving 
time  from  San  Francisco  area.— MRS.  VALERIA  G.  DaCOSTA,  Field 
Trips  Chairman. 

FIELD  TRIP  REPORT— Paul  Covel,  Oakland  Park  Naturalist  and  GGAS 
Conservation  Chairman,  led  an  informative  trip  for  beginners  on  Novem- 
ber 16  at  Lake  Merritt.  Highlights  were  2 male  and  2 female  Barrow’s 
Goldeneyes. 

FIND  ISLAND  TREASURE  IN  BERKELEY  ON  JANUARY  8 

Treasure  is  where  you  find  it.  On  January  8 it  can  be  found  in  movies 
of  a tiny  island  in  the  upper  Mississippi.  For  years  Dr.  Walter  J.  Brecken- 
ridge  has  studied  this  “treasure  island,”  followed  its  seasons,  and  photo- 
graphed its  beaver,  racoons,  redpolls,  nesting  wood  ducks,  and  other 
wildlife.  He  will  show  us  his  excellent  film,  Island  Treasure,  at  8:15  p.m. 
in  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  (Garfield)  School  Auditorium,  Rose  St.  at  Grant 
in  Berkeley. 

Dr.  Breckenridge  is  Director  of  the  Minnesota  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  and  has  been  president  of  the  Minnesota  Academy  of  Science, 
the  Minnesota  Ornithologists’  Union  and  Wilson  Ornithological  Club. 
He  is  equally  distinguished  as  scientist  and  artist,  having  spent  consider- 
able time  with  the  late  Major  Allan  Brooks,  Canadian  nature  artist,  per- 
fecting techniques  in  bird  painting  and  etching. 

If  you  do  not  have  a season  ticket  for  the  Audubon  Wildlife  Films, 
single  admission  at  the  door  will  be  $1.50  for  adults  and  $1.00  for  students 
under  18.  Mrs.  Marvin  Fallgatter  of  Piedmont  is  Wildlife  Films  Chairman. 

AUDUBON  NATURE  TRAINING  OFFERS  SPECIAL  COURSES 

When  a quality  program  is  being  offered,  the  word  gets  around, 
and  new  groups  see  uses  for  it.  For  example,  this  fall  the  Parent  and  Child 
Development  Centers,  Inc.,  of  Oakland,  used  Audubon  Nature  Training 
as  part  of  their  in-service  training  program.  Enrolled  in  the  course  were 
six  members  of  the  staff  of  the  day  care  program  for  the  preschool  children 
of  unemployed  mothers  who  are  in  training  for  employment.  Mrs.  Frances 
D.  Sherman  is  director  of  the  program,  which  is  a Federal  “Concentrated 
Employment”  program  funded  through  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor. 

For  the  spring,  we  have  been  asked  by  the  Berkeley  Chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  to  give  a special  course  for  ten  of  their  volunteers 
who  will  be  visiting  shut-ins  in  convalescent  homes  in  Berkeley.  Mrs. 
Robert  Lemon,  director  of  the  volunteer  program,  took  the  regular  train- 
ing course  this  fall,  and  is  now  planning  with  Miss  Lindley  the  specifics 
of  the  special  course  for  the  volunteers.  The  focus  will  be  on  bird-feeding 
stations,  window  sill  gardens,  weather  observation,  and  possibly  formation 
of  science  club  discussion  groups.  We  are  especially  pleased  that  one  of 
our  “graduates”  will  assist  in  teaching  this  course. 

We  believe  that  both  these  courses  serve  a real  community  need,  and 
that  you  will  share  our  pride  in  them.  How  about  helping  us  support  them 
by  sending  a Christmas  or  New  Year’s  gift  to  Audubon  Nature  Training, 
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Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Box  103,  Berkeley  CA  94701?  It  will  show 
^ in  tire  right  column  when  you  do  your  income  tax.-BERTHA  UNDER- 
HILL, Director,  GGAS. 


At  the  December  2nd  meeting,  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society 
Board  voted  to  give  a Christmas  gift  of  $100  to  the  Audubon  Nature 
1 raining  Program. 


COVEL'S  CONSERVATION  CORNER 

How  to  Kill  a Golden  State,  title  of  the  provocative  book  by  William 
Bronson,  would  make  a fitting  head  for  many  conservation  columns  these 
days.  At  least  two  governmental  departments  and  one  “big  business  first” 
company  threaten  to  further  deface  the  Bay  Region,  scenic-wise  at  least, 
in  the  very  near  future. 

The  U.  S.  Navy  has  announced  plans  for  a 100-acre  bay  fill  extension 
of  the  Alameda  Naval  Air  Station,  which  it  claims  is  essential  and  beyond 
the  powers  of  BCDC  or  any  other  agency  to  stop.  And  one-third  or  more 
of  Angel  Island  State  Park  is  one  of  three  Bay  Area  missile  base  sites  under 
consideration  by  the  Army  Air  Defense  Command.  The  other  two  sites 
are:  Wolfback  Ridge  above  Sausalito  and  San  Pablo  Ridge  above  the 
Tilden  Park  Nature  Area.  These  sites,  we  understand,  were  picked  partly 
by  computer  data  and  surveyed  by  an  out-of-state  contractor  for  the  Army. 
The  Dept,  of  Beaches  and  Parks  is  resisting  the  Angel  Island  missile  site 
proposal. 

While  Beaches  and  Parks  Dept,  is  resisting  an  Army  invasion  of  Angel 
Isle,  the  Marin  Conservation  League  aided  by  other  local  conservation 
organizations  is  pressuring  Beaches  and  Parks  to  reduce  substantially  their 
grandiose  Master  Plan  for  development  there.  The  conservationists  object 
to  the  following  features : commercial  features  such  as  hotel,  motels,  shops, 
galleries,  a conference  center,  free  water  transportation  and  free  parking, 
and  an  optimum  capacity  of  10,000  persons  per  day.  They  point  out  that 
the  State’s  original  “Declaration  of  Purpose”  for  Angel  Island  was  preser- 
vation of  natural,  scenic  and  historical  values— and  geographic  isolation. 

Scalping  of  a scenic  ridge,  creation  of  a massive  eyesore  and  incidental 
effects  of  noise,  air  pollution  and  traffic  problems  would  result  if  Utah 
Construction  and  Mining  Co.  and  the  property  owner  win  a quarrying 
permit  from  Alameda  County  authorities.  The  threatened  area  is  a 1 x 2 
mile  section  of  Apperson  Ridge,  adjacent  to  Sunol  Valley  Regional  park 
on  the  east,  which  would  be  lowered  by  500  to  600  feet!  This  operation 
could  last  50  years,  based  on  a 24-hour  day,  7-day  week  schedule!  San 
Francisco  Water  Dept,  lands  adjoin  the  proposed  quarry,  and  the  Sierra 
Club  believes  the  entire  ridge  should  become  East  Bay  Regional  Park. 
This  quarry  application  is  scheduled  for  a public  hearing  before  the  Ala- 
meda County  Planning  Commission  on  Wednesday,  February  5,  in  the 
Public  Works  Building,  399  Elmhurst  St.,  Hayward.  (Individual  letters 
are  needed. ) 
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But  if  you  think  we  outdoor-lovers  and  protectors  of  the  Bay  Region 
have  more  burdens  than  mortals  can  bear— look  again  at  poor  Southern 
California  if  you  would  rejoice  like  a pharisee.  Besides  menacing  the 
human  population,  that  “01  Debil  Smog”  is  drifting  east  and  destroying 
pines  in  the  San  Bernardino  National  Forest.  But  can  we  afford  to  smirk 
while  our  eyes  smart  and  weep  some  days?  That  is  Our  Country,  too, 
like  the  ruined  Great  Lakes  and  the  murky  Mississippi!  But  take  new 
courage,  friends!  Congress  is  back  at  work  this  month.  We  expect  them 
to  take  a new  look  at  the  Wild  River  System  measures,  the  Endangered 
Species  bills,  and  a few  other  measures  to  save  America.— Paul  F.  Covel, 
Conservation  Chairman. 

RECOMMENDED  READING— “The  King  Besieged”  by  Jack  Hope 
in  the  November  issue  of  Natural  History.  Mr.  Hope  describes  political 
maneuvers  behind  the  planned  “Disney  Development”  in  Mineral  King 
National  Game  Refuge.  —ED. 

TRANSMISSION  LINES  WOULD  CONFLICT  WITH  REFUGE 

Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Company  proposes  to  construct  a Ravens- 
wood  Eastshore  230  kv  electric  transmission  line  in  San  Francisco  Bay 
and  adjacent  salt  ponds  westerly  of  the  Coyote  Hills  Regional  Park,  and 
within  the  City  Limits  of  Fremont  and  Hayward.  The  US  Bureau  of 
Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  has  stated,  with  respect  to  the  proposed 
Wildlife  Refuge,  “Inclusion  (of  the  transmission  lines)  is  strictly  a mat- 
ter of  necessity  because  seldom  are  these  lines  anything  but  a liability 
to  us.  Losses  from  birds  flying  into  them  are  sometimes  substantial,  par- 
ticularly when  lines  and  towers  are  newly  placed  or  when  heavy  fogs 
obscure  vision  and  disrupt  flight  patterns.  Even  when  direct  losses  are 
minimal,  there  is  often  a disruption  in  bird  movements  in  the  area.  Habi- 
tat directly  under  the  lines  is  sometimes  shunned  by  waterfowl,  thereby 
resulting  in  reduction  in  effective  refuge  acreage.” 

If  the  transmission  line  with  its  accompanying  towers  must  be  in- 
stalled, it  can  be  located  on  land  easterly  of  the  Regional  Park,  and  adja- 
cent to  an  existing  115  kv  electric  transmission  line. 

Your  letters  would  be  of  interest  to  Congressman  Don  Edwards, 
28  North  1st  St.,  San  Jose,  Calif,  and  the  City  Councils  of  Fremont  and 
Hayward.  —ARTHUR  LAMPERT  (East  Bay  Conservation  Subcommittee 
of  the  Sierra  Club). 

AUDUBON  CANYON  RANCH 

Purchase  of  the  232-acre  Frederick  Thompson  ranch  adjoining  the 
southern  border  of  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  on  Bolinas  Lagoon  was  an- 
nounced in  December  by  Dr.  L.  Martin  Griffin,  Jr.,  chairman  of  Canyon 
Ranch.  The  property  is  a complete  unspoiled  watershed  reaching  from 
near  the  top  of  Bolinas  Ridge  to  the  lagoon.  It  has  open  meadows  at  the 
bottom  with  a beautifully  restored  two-story  farm  house  built  in  1852.  The 
upper  portions  are  heavily  timbered  and  there  is  a year-round  stream 
furnishing  a good  water  supply.  There  are  tentative  plans  to  use  the  prop- 
erty as  a regional  outdoor  education  center  for  Marin  and  Bay  Area 
schools. 
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According  to  Dr.  Virgil  Hollis  and  Mr.  Stanley  Friese,  Superintendent 
and  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  Marin  County,  the  Thompson 
•lmr  ^Cea  01  outdoor  education.  It  has  many  undisturbed  plant  and 
wildlife  communities,  including  fresh  and  salt-water  marsh,  native  bunch- 
grass  meadows,  chaparral  and  oak  woodlands  and  mixed  conifer  forests. 
Its  ti ails  will  tie  in  with  the  Canyon  Ranch  wildlife  preserve,  now  a Nat- 
ional Landmark,  and  it  is  only  a short  distance  to  ocean  beaches  and  the 
Pt.  Reyes  National  Seashore.  Overnight  facilities  for  school  groups,  if  plans 
materialize,  will  be  restricted  to  the  lower  valley  in  order  to  preserve  the 
\\  ildemess  qualities  of  the  ranch  and  the  Rolinas  ridge.  The  new  purchase 
to  be  known  as  South  Canyon  will  enlarge  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  to  801 
acres  of  rolling  grasslands,  woodlands  and  canyons. 

The  purchase  price  of  the  property  is  $210,000,  which  must  be  raised 
through  private  donations.  Tax-deductible  contributions  may  be  sent  to 
Audubon  Canyon  Ranch,  Stinson  Reach,  California  94970. 

The  Ross  Valley  4-PI  Club  is  still  collecting  Rlue  Chip  Stamps  to  raise 
money  for  Canyon  Ranch.  Please  send  your  spare  stamps  to  the  Club,  care 
of  Agricultural  Extension,  Civic  Center,  San  Rafael,  94903. 


AUDUBON  CANYON  RANCH,  BOLINAS  LAGOON 
Under  joint  sponsorship  of  S.  F.  Bay  Area 
Audubon  Societies  to  protect  a major  rookery  of 
Common  Egrets  and  Great  Blue  Herons. 


The  following  gifts  of  remembrance  were  made  to  Canyon  Ranch: 

In  Memory  of:  Gift  of: 

Lloyd  Perry  Montgomery  Aileen  Pierson 

Mrs.  Frederick  Davies Mrs.  Gwin  Follis 

Margaret  Milwain Annetta  Carter 

Francis  F.  Gebhart  Anna  Mikesell 

Mr.  E.  B.  Weaver Mr.  & Mrs.  Jack  ProfBtt 

—DR.  ALBERT  BOLES,  Sanctuary  & Memorial  Fund  Chairman. 

854  Longridge  Rd.,  Oakland  94610 


IN  MEMORIAM 

The  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  extends  its  sympathy  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alvin  E.  Montgomery  on  the  death  of  their  son,  Lloyd  Perry  Mont- 
gomery. Lloyd  died  after  a long  illness  following  a plane  accident.  Mr. 
Montgomery  is  on  the  Board  of  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  and  is  past  presi- 
dent of  Sequoia  Audubon  Society.  Contributions  in  memory  of  Lloyd 
Perry  Montgomery  in  behalf  of  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch  may  be  sent  to 
Dr.  Albert  Boles,  our  Sanctuary  and  Memorial  Fund  Chairman,  who  will 
send  a letter  of  acknowledgment  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  and  family. 
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OAKLAND'S  FAMOUS  WINTER  ROBIN  ROOST 

At  sundown  the  winter  sky  is  filled  with  many  thousands  of  robins 
flying  in  from  all  points  of  the  compass  to  their  community  roost  in  Oak- 
land’s Joaquin  Miller  Park.  To  guide  you  to  the  best  observation  point  for 
this  spectacle,  Paul  Covel,  Oakland  Park  Naturalist,  has  posted  a large 
map  in  the  lobby  of  the  Rotary  Natural  Science  Center  in  Lakeside  Park 
with  the  dates  he  will  be  at  the  “Robin  Roost”. 

WATCH  FOR  EMPEROR  GEESE 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Interior’s  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  have  switched  eggs  of  Emperor  Geese  to  nests  of  White-fronted 
Geese  which  winter  in  California.  If  family  ties  ( which  are  strong  among 
geese)  dominate,  the  young  Emperors  may  fly  south  with  their  foster 
parents  this  year.  Any  observation  should  be  reported  to  State  or  Federal 
conservation  agencies  or  to  the  Clarence  Rhode  National  Wildlife  Refuge, 
Bethel,  Alaska  99559,  where  the  experiment  was  initiated.— THE  OBSER- 
VER, Sacramento  Audubon  Society,  Dec.  1968. 

BIRD  REFUGE  PROPOSED  BY  HAYWARD  COMMITTEE 

Plans  for  shoreline  development  to  include  a wildlife  sanctuary  have 
been  discussed  by  the  Hayward  Planning  and  Development  Committee, 
according  to  the  San  Leandro  Morning  News  in  November.  The  eight 
miles  of  shoreline  begin  at  the  border  of  San  Leandro  and  extend  to  the 
new  Coyote  Hills  Regional  Park.  Dr.  Ennnes  of  the  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  explained  that  “a  400-acre  bird  refuge  or  nature  educational 
park  should  be  established  north  to  south  of  Jackson  Street,  near  the  San 
Mateo  Bridge  entrance.  Several  piers  or  elevated  structures  should  further 
be  built  over  the  baylands  along  the  shoreline  drive  for  fishing,  bird  watch- 
ing or  scenic  viewing.” 

Dr.  Emmes  also  recommended  that  a system  of  bicycle,  equestrian 
and  hiking  trails  be  included  throughout  the  park  area  with  easy  public 
access. 

“The  baylands  should  remain  substantially  as  they  are  now— no  sandy 
bathing  beaches,  no  dredge  operations  for  dikes  along  the  shore,  no  break- 
water piers  which  tend  to  obstruct  the  tidal  flow  and  cause  erosion  on  one 
side  and  fill  on  the  other.” 

ROTARY  CLUB  GIFT  TO  REGIONAL  PARKS 

Representing  the  Alameda  Rotary  Club,  A.  H.  Moffitt  Jr.,  President, 
presented  a gift  of  $11,076  to  the  East  Bay  Regional  Parks.  The  money 
will  permit  the  construction  of  a wall-to-wall  teaching  diorama  in  the  park 
building  at  Alameda  Memorial  State  Beach.  The  E.B.  Regional  Park  Dis- 
trict will  conduct  classes  there  featuring  a glass-walled  cross  section  of  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  and  models  of  the  Bay’s  wildlife. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

Oct.  11— On  a sandbar  at  Alameda’s  South  Shore  were  2 Elegant  Terns, 
5 Common  Terns  (with  Forster’s  for  comparison)  and  25  Knots.  On 
October  14  there  were  no  Elegant  Terns,  but  on  the  same  sandbar 
were  25  Common  Terns  and  40  Knots— ED. 

Nov.  6— Florence  Plymell  and  Naomi  Svenningsen  observed  5 Elegant 
Terns  near-  the  S.  F.  Presidio. 

Nov.  13— Plenry  Childs  found  3 male  Barrow’s  Goldeneyes  on  Oakland’s 
Lake  Merritt.  (2  females  were  with  them  on  Nov.  29). 

Nov.  16— Fred  Heath  and  Dr.  Michael  Gochfeld  observed  3 Rock  Sand- 
pipers at  the  U.  C.  Bodega  Bay  Marine  Lab. 

Nov.  19— Hans  Johansen  found  a Palm  Warbler  at  Limantour. 

Nov.  19-23— Val  and  Bob  DaCosta  observed  the  following:  7 Golden 
Eagles  en  route  to  Merced  Wildlife  Refuge  and  a European  Widgeon 
and  Ross’  Geese  on  the  Merced  Refuge  ( 11/ 19);  an  immature  Broad- 
winged Hawk  in  the  Mt.  Pinos  condor  country  ( 11/20);  a Harris  Spar- 
row at  Death  Valley’s  Furnace  Creek  Ranch  airport  road  (11/21-22) 
plus  an  adult  male  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  (11/22)  and  a Bohemian 
Waxwing  (caught  by  a cat);  8 Mountain  Plovers  at  Blackwell’s  Cor- 
ner, Routes  33  & 46  (11/23). 

In  late  November  a Gray-headed  Junco  arrived  at  Gerard  Brady’s  Inver- 
ness Motel. 

Nov.-Dee.— Hooded  Mergansers  returned  to  Corte  Madera  lagoons. 

Dec.  3— Near  the  U.  C.  Bodega  Marine  Lab  Bill  Pursell  et  al.  observed  a 
Black-legged  Kittiwake  and  the  Rock  Sandpipers.  In  Bodega  Harbor 
were  the  Red-necked  Grebe  and  a female  Common  Scoter. 

Dec.  4— Inez  Troxell,  Dr.  Max  Gardner  and  the  U.  C.  Bird  Section  observed 
3 Whistling  Swans  on  Lafayette  Reservoir. 

Has  anyone  observed  a giggling  kern  in  California?  This  species  is 
listed  under  the  Willows  Refuge  in  a Northern  California  tour  book! 

NEW  MEMBERS 

We  welcome  the  following  new  members  to  our  Society: 

From  Berkeley— Eleanor  Bartlett,  George  Flannery,  Mrs.  Clive  Ginner, 
Mrs.  Charles  Honsik,  Carolyn  litis,  Millicent  Konisar,  J.  L.  Lewis,  George 
Marchand,  Gerda  Mathan,  Pat  Nomura,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Oakley,  Fay  Oliphant, 
T.  W.  Stevens;  From  Oakland  ^Piedmont— Martha  Doerr,  Kurt  Fredrick- 
son, Lois  Hansen,  Mary  Nadeau,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Reeves,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Donald 
Richardson,  J.  A.  Williges,  Erita  Ziegler;  From  San  Francisco- Mr.  & Mrs. 
Paul  Arnerich,  Michael  Bentzien,  Eloise  Cagel,  Georgia  Gillis,  Carl  Gast- 
man,  Joseph  Kreska,  L.  E.  McClanahan,  Mr.  & Mrs.  Wm.  McIntosh,  Shari 
Mann,  Dorothy  Miles,  George  Mordant,  Elsbeth  Nagel,  Harold  Repetto, 
John  Skinner,  Robert  Willard;  From  Calistoga- Thomas  McGreane;  From 
Moraga— Mrs.  Frank  Olsen;  From  Orinda-Urs.  R.  C.  Johnsen,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Mott  Jr;  From  San  Mateo- John  Bridgman;  From  San  Ramon 
-Janet  Scheer.-MRS.  CUSHMAN,  Membership  Secretary. 
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